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DEPARTMENT HANDED OVER EQUIPMENT TO BEE FARMERS IN COMMEMORATION OF 

WOMEN’S MONTH 

  
To commemorate Women’s Month, the North West Department of Agriculture and Rural 
Development has officially handed over machinery and protective clothing to thirteen (13) bee 
farmers last Thursday 19 August 2021 in an event held in Makapanstad in the Bojanala region.   

  
The department purchased honey harvesting machines, bee smokers, brushes, protective clothing 
and beetles for female farmers to assist them in advancing their businesses.  
 
The objective is to create livelihoods and see these deserving farmers contributing positively in 
the local economy of the areas they live in as well as the province at large.  
 
Speaking on behalf of the department during the handing over, Ms Nono Mohotlheng said this 
initiative by the department will go a long way in helping to alleviate poverty amongst 
communities. 
 
“We have no doubt that these machinery will help to grow their businesses and as they grow they 
will ultimately create more job opportunities and employ people” said the Agricultural Technician 
Ms Mohotlheng. 
 
Mohotlheng further said that the honey extracting machine will also prevent wastage when 
harvesting because the traditional method does not allow maximum retention of the product. 
  
Beneficiaries expressed their gratitude to the department and its commitment to empower female 
farmers. Angela Tladi (34) from Bojanala District started her business by selling raw honey she 
bought from a supplier in Gauteng which she packaged and branded, she currently works in 
partnership with Kgotsofatso Mashigo a bee farmer whom she keeps bees with on his farm.  
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“My plans with this business is to produce various types of raw honey as we mostly produce 
honey from aloe and macadamia. I’d also like to diversify with lavender, multi-flora, orange, 
sunflower and other types,” Tladi said. 
  
Kgotsofatso Mashigo (36) and Onkarabile Mooketsi (45) from Ngaka Modiri Molema District were 
also part of the event.  They welcomed the department's move to attending to their challenges.  
 
Mashigo explained that the machinery they received from the department will enable them to 
spend less time harvesting honey and cut travelling costs that they encounter when travelling to 
other farmers who had equipment to assist them. 
  
The department has taken heed to MEC Desbo Mohono’s call to develop Apiculture (Beekeeping) 
farmers in order to increase bee population that is rapidly declining in areas that they are needed 
most.   MEC has been advocating for development and support for beekeepers in the province as 
this will not only help to boost the economy of the province but will also contribute to the food 
security programme. 
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IMAGE: 1511 – Beneficiaries of the Apiculture programme at the farm collecting super boxes to 

prepare for harvesting 

IMAGE: 1512 – Agricultural Technician, Ms Mohotlheng (blue top) with the recipients of the 

machinery and protective clothing  
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