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Bull selection

o When buying a bull consider 
what he is worth than the 
cost 

o Know your cows or herd 
needs and your objective

o Inspect him thoroughly like 
when buying a car

o When inspecting start with 
the body, the interior , the 
engine then the wheel

o Then other tools will follow 



The body 

oDoes he look like a 
bull? 

oMuscling
oVolume and depth
oHeight and width



The head to the body

o The head should be well connected to 
the body

o The neck should be deep dark 
coloured – Bull fertility

o Face must show masculinity (strong 
and rough),no underjaw or skew face

o The eyes must be well covered for 
protection from the sun

o Eye pigmentation (must be darker), 
avoid albino like or red eyed bulls

o The mouth must not be skew and 
bigger to enable eating

o The nose must be darker



Engine and paddles

o The sheath must not be too small 
or too long

o The prepuce should not be folded 
or covered with fat

o not have lot of fat on the opening 
o Easy to take out the penis



Engine and paddles

o The bigger the testicles the better, atleast
32cm at 24 months of age

o Smaller testes are associated with poor 

semen quality & low fertility.

o Long scrotal neck tend to have more 

problems with injuries.

o Avoid Hypoplasia & Cryptorchids

o The cleavage should not be above 3cm 

deep



The wheels

Tlhako ya morago e gata fa ya pele e gatileng teng.



The wheels

o Avoid bulls with weak pasterns, over grown hooves, straight hocks



Summary Bull selection

o An obese bull shows infertility
o Avoid bulls that show temperament
o The tail attachment
o Select bulls with economically related 

genetic information
o Replace bull regularly to maintain 

genetic progress

REMEMBER TO BUY A BULL FOR THE COWS…



BREEDING

What is breeding?
The mating (having sex) and production (making) of offspring



What are you Breeding?

How Do u breed 

“You can’t manage what you don’t measure.”

“Om te weeg is om te weet”

Main need in recording

–Individual ID’s



Why Breed?
➢ To ensure continuous improvement of animals

➢ Know the trait you will like to improve (main objective)



How to Breed?
➢ Inbreeding

➢ Outbreeding

➢ Crossbreeding

➢ Controlled breeding method

❑ to suit management objectives

➢ Enhance accurate record keeping

❑ Efficient use of labour

❑ Involves additional costs (provision of extra feed & drugs)

➢ Non controlled breeding does not aid in improving performance







Parameter to be improved with controlled breeding

Calving status 12 month weight

Birth mass/weight
Within 3 days of birth

Dam and sire ID’s

Weaning mass 

ICP



KE A LEBOGA! PULA!!!!!


