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Potato production
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ON OUTLINE

Growth stages
Climatic requirements

Soil and fertiliser requirements
Potato seed and cultivars choice
Cultivation and planting

Pest control and Crop rotation
Conclusion
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RODUCTION

0p cultivatee
 Nutritiondat*vait 5% 2 rest is protein).
« Good agric management is the key for successful potato production.

 Higher input production cost than most crops.

» There are many factors affecting potato production and profitability.
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th stages

. and deVelog
« Seed spro
 Vegetative growth
 Tuber initiation
 Tuber bulking

« Maturity.
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imatic requirements
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» Clean water which mixes well with the herbicide to be applied.

»Good production obtained in frost free areas but tolerant to light
frost.

»Good production is obtained in high rainfall areas (800 to 1200
mm/annum).
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and fertiliser requiremes
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drained sandy Ioam soils.
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» Potato plants need large amount of fertilisers.
»Soil sampling for lab analysis is necessary.
» Manure is recommended for resource poor farmers.

» Topdressing is necessary while at the same time
ridging the crop.
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qto seed and cultivar choice

ad certified planting materi

must bepre .
. SvaCulbiva nave Beghsaeveioped and
available in the mc
» There are many cultivars that have been developed and
available in the market
»Cultivar choice depends on many factors such as
»Intended use,
»pests and diseases susceptibility,
»Days to maturity.
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tivation and planting

n
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> Primary and later disc soil for final

seedbed preparation.
»Planting and planting dates.

»In cooler area like large part of NW it adviseable to start planting
seeds in september to october when temperature has started to
get warm and rainfall is enough.

»Apply irrigation if rainfall is not sufficient.
»Spacing is 90cm apart and 30cm withi a row.

Sy | Agriculture &

|
)
Do

g1
S
3|2
2o
®
<
®
()
o
3
®
=
=1
N




Rest control and Crop rotatio
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e Common diseases and pests include early and late blight, scab,
mosaic virus, tuber months and nematodes.

e \Weed control is necessary to eliminate completion between
weeds and potato plants.

e Good weed, disease and pest control strategy is necessary for
higher potato yield.
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THE END
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